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Seems like everyone in Texas isn ' t rich. A lady vTho ran a sheep 
and lamb ranch was dyeing her curtains one day and a lamb blundered 
into the vat in the back yard and got dyed a deep green. She 
rescued the lamb and put him in the front yard to dry. A man came 
along, saw the lamb and bought it for $50.00. Seeing what looked 
like a good thing, she gr abbed another lamb, dyed it purple and 
sold it for another $50.00. Don't you lmovr she became the biggest 
lamb dyer in Texas? 

Mar garet M. Balcom 

* * * * * 
The situation must have been really serious because we got another letter from 
T. s. Andrews, Martin-Senour. 

"Dear Mr. Rhodes: It isn't too often that the Inter-Society Color 
Council News Letter has a chance to be enlivened by a little humor . 

Perhaps you would like to use the tongue-in-cheek article by John 
T. McCutcheon, Jr. which recently appeared in the Chicago Tribune." 

From the Chicago Tribune: AUTOMATION TAKES TO MIXING PAINT 

We stopped by the Union League club the other afternoon to see the unveiling 
of automation's latest achievement, a paint mixing .ievice called "Colorobot." 

We shall leave it to others to tell you about the useful things that Colorobot 
can do; what always f ascinates us about automation is the amazing number of 
usel ess thi ngs it can do. 

Colorobot, briefly, is shaped like a big t hrone. Around the arms are eight 
containers of standard "colorants 11 connected by tubes to a container on the 
seat of the throne, vThere the basic paint, to whi ch the colorants will be 
added, is placed . Up on the back is a control panel with a slot in which to 
insert the desired punch card . The machine can deliver three colorants at a 
time, in measurements as small as one- thousandth of a quart . Its purpose is 
to enable dealers to make and reproduce an unlimited number of tints with 
scientific accuracy. Already cards have been punched for about 7,500 tints. 

Hhat especially appealed to us were two statements. In one, William M. 
Stuar t, pr esident of the Martin-Senour company, which fathered the device, 
said that the number of colors it can produce is 999 cubed times 8 to the 
7th power, or roughly 16 quadrillion. In the other the firm ' s color stylist, 
Margaret Hutchison, told us that the aver age person can distinguish 2 million 
col or s . 

11You can see, 11 she said, "that there is point thinking beyond that . '' 

But she was too l ate. Our mind was already wandering far beyond anything 
that Martin- Senour had in mind. Dividing 16 quadrillion by 2 million, we 
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got 8 billion. This means that for every distinguishable color the machine 
can make, it can make 7,999,999,999 others which are different and yet can
not be distinguished from it by t he human eye. 

In more personal terms, it means that 6 million different colors can be pro
duced for each inhabitant of the earth, and that all of these ivill look just 
the same to him. 

It al so means that at the rate of 16 seconds per gallon mixture (the time it 
took during a demonstration), it would take 8 billion years for the Colorobot 
to run thru its complete repertoire. We had to leave before the ceremonies 
were over. The North \-Testern trains sometimes run late, they are never that 
late. 

But we do recall something else in Mr. Stuart 1 s dedicatory words. 11 Long ago, 11 

he said, 11We decided that we would hitch our wagon to a star, and that that 
star would be color •11 

It must be satisfying to him now to realize that he can hitch his wagon to 
any star in the universe and that with the help of Colorobot each one can 
be a different color. 

·)(- * * * * 
In the files which I received from Eugene Allen I found t he following letter: 

11 Dear Dr. Allen: Enclosed with this letter is an amusing lipstick 
color card •••• the unusual color names given to the six shades 
of ELVIS PRESLEY Lipstick: Heartbreak Pink, Hound Dog Orange, 
Cruel Red, Tender Pink, Tutti Frutti Red, and Love Ya 1 Fuchsia. 

This certainly is not the first time that a personality 11 in the 
public eye 11 has had an influence on fashionable color names (even 
though, in this instance, it may not be high-fashion in any 
sense of the word) • But it is someivhat unique (if not Heartbreaking) 
to i magine a teen-age girl with Tender Pink cheeks and Cruel Red 
lips saying to her boy friend, 11 You 1re nuthin 1 buta Hound Dog if 
you don 1 t get me a tube of Tutti Frutti Red l ipstick. 11 The 
pr ospect of such a scene might be enough to turn some of us Elvis 
Green with nausea (or envy as the case may be). 

I think that it is safe to conclude that all of these color names 
may never be adopted by t he Color Association of the United States 
(formerly TCCA) nor they may never be recorded in future editions 
of the Maerz and Paul Dictionary of Color. These queer lipstick 
color names, however, do indicate t he t aste of some of the young 
set for colors and terms they think appropriate . 

E. Taylor Duncan 11 

* * * * * 

I 
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Color, it is said, is becoming increasingly important in homes. From Dr. 
Arlene Morris, Visual Detection and Concealment Section,US Naval 
Electronics Lab, San Diego, California comes this note about one home owner 
who went all out. 

"No matter what the weather is like there's always a rainbow 
around the home of H. T. Lawson in Cattaraugus, New York. That's 
because Lawson, a sign painter, impressed by the use of pastel 
shades on homes in Florida, painted his house in rainbow hues. 

Lawson has 21 tints adorning his home, known throughout the county 
as 'Rainbow House.' He has renamed his acreage, which is a 
locally famous landmark, 'Colorama Farm. 111 

* * * * * 
Another interesting item vras sent in about homes. HOMES TURN COLOR; TESTS 
SEEK REASON. Rutherford, New Jersey, June 26. 

"The State Board of Health made tests today to find out how and 
why some 200 homes in nearby Lyndhurst had changed col or overnight . 

Residents of the homes woke up yesterday morning startled to 
f i nd that paint on their houses had changed color. Hardest hit 
were some 30 homes whose white frames had turned to dark brown 
during the night. The discoloration could not be removed with 
water." 

* * * * * 
COLORED ROADS The Abruzzi Asphalt Society of Rome has come up with 

the idea that highways of the future can have various 
tints to reduce glare and the need for r oad signs. Northbound travelers might 
thus take the green road to Milan or the yellow road to Venice. The inspira
tion came to the chemist s experimenting for the Society with colored asphalt 
left from the extraction of aluminum from bauxite rock. The material is suit
able for road surfacing and could come in various shades of red, green, white, 
brown or yellow . 

COLOR CAN BE HELP TO 
DAN CUPID'S CAUSE 

From "The Sight Saving Review, 11 Fall 1956 

One decorating authority says that colors can help 
a gal get married or stay single -- whichever her 
choice . 

Mrs . Jo Bull, an advisor to paint and wallpaper distributors, advised a girl 
with marriage in mind to meet the man she likes in a room where red and 
yellow predominate. 
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"They arouse the emotions and provide a good background for a proposal" Mrs. 
Bull explained . Blue and green, on the other hand, are perfect aides to the 
career girl who wants to stay that vray, she said . Because "blue and green 
give a fee l ing of coolness and space" she said, they tend "to cool off an 
importunate sui tor • 11 

FRANCE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL JOURNAL 

H.D.T. 

Testing Color Perception. --J . Baron and his co
workers (Presse med. 64:561, 1956) used Farnsworth's 
100-hue test for testing color perception in 137 

subjects whose work in a factory re~uired perfect color vision . They r eport 
that the test appears to have some value for assessing a subject's capacity 
of discriminating hues, and that this constitutes an advantage over those 
other tests for col or perception that provide information onl y about the 
i nabil ity to discri minate hues . It is pointed out that it is time- consuming, 
however , and its interpretation may depend to some extent on the lighting 
and the fatigue and mental ity of the subject, so that it may have to be 
repeated a number of times until a stabilized diagram is achieved . 

A HI STORY OF 
LUMINESCENCE 

H.D.T. 

The American Philosophical Society has announced 
the publication of A History of Luminescence (From 
the Earliest Times Until 1900) by Newton Harvey . 

Accor ding to the Prospectus, "The purpose of thi s HISTORY i s to trace the 
discovery and t he i deas regard~ng all these weak l ights without heat from 
the earliest times until the end of the nineteenth centur y. As far as 
possible, the attempt has been made to present the views of the authors in 
their own words, l i ke a source book of information on the subject. " The 
book is l isted as Vol ume 44 of the MEMOIRS. xxii i 692 pp., 50 figs . Cl oth 
$6 .oo . 

LIST OF ARTICLES ON 
COLOR RECEIVED BY 

NEWS LETTER 

"Col or and Color Rendering Properties of High 
Pressure Mercury Vapor Lamps, 11 Takashi Azuma, Leo 
Mori, Haruo Sugiyama, Matsuda Research Laborator y, 
Tokyo Shibaura El ectric Co. 

"Retinal Summation and the Visibili ty of Moving Objects," G. van den Br ink, 
Institute for Perception RVO-TNO, Natl. Defense Res . Council TNO, Natl. 
Counci l for Applied Scientific Res. in the Netherlands, 104 pp . 

"Axial Chromatic Aberr ation of the Human Eye," R. E. Bedford and G. Wyszecki, 
Journ. Opt. Soc. Amer. 47:564-565 . 

"THE MUNSELL COLOR FAN, Modern Col or Science is the Background for a New and 
Useful Color Chart for Horticulture, 11 1956 Proceedings of the 11th Annual 
Amer . Hort. Congres s and Annual Meeting Amer . Hort. Council, 11 pp. (1957) 

"Horticultural Colour Chart" Names wi th Iv'.lUnsell Key, Dorothy Nickerson, Opt. 
Soc. Amer. Journ. 47:619-621. (1957) 
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