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(c) It should definitely undertake to assign for study every problem relat­
ing to color that is pres en ted to the Council. This does not mean that the 
Council should finance and actually ·carry on research and study in connec­
tion with all of these problems, but it should undertake to bring together 
the problem and the person or or organization that is best quali-­
fied to studv the problem and present a solution of it. This means that 
the Council should develop a very wide acquaintanceship among persons and 
organizations interested in color science so that these problems can be 
assigned to the very best advantage. 

(d) The Council should make its purpqses objects known and should 
initiate and request suitable publicity to do this. 

(e) The Council should definitely endeavor to enlarge its membership in 
order that its influence might be more widely felt and that its activities 
might be more highly developed. 

(f) The Council should endeavor to place as its Executive Head and on its 
Executive Committee the strongest executives that can be drawn from the 
ranks of those deeply interested in the study of color. 

TINY ERIKSON RECOVERS 
FROM ILLNESS 

E. N. Gathercoal 

We were shocked to hear that ISCC director G. L. 
(Tiny) Erikson had a rather extended stay in the 
hospital recently. However, we are glad to tell 

that he is up and about again, and well on the way to recovery. We think 
you will enjoy reading the following· letter, written by Tiny Erikson to Mr. 
Warren L. Rhodes of the Rochester Institute of Technology on July 25: 
11Thanks a lot, Dusty - for all your concern over the condition of my health. 
I can now report that I am well on the way to complete recovery and am real­
ly feeling fine again, although the doc· says it will be several weeks be­
fore I am up to full steam. So, while I am planning on coming into the 
office this week, I will have to take it easy and be a sissy for a while. 

"After 13 blood transfusions and 3 weeks in the hospital, I ought to be 
O.K., although for a while they·were pouring blood in one ar.m and taking it 
out of the other ar.m so often for testing that I wondered if there was much 
gain. 

"The thing I really enjoyed most in the hospital was the good-night kiss 
each night from the beautiful nurses and also a good-morning kiss to wake 
me up. BoyJ that was swell, and I almost decided to stay there much longer. 

"Anyway, I'll be O.K. again soon now. 
Yours very truly, 

G. L. Erikson 
11P.S. OhJ I 'forgot to tell you, those ·good-night and good-morning kisses 

from the beautiful nurses· were in my rump- and with a long 
needle." 
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PICTURE OF ISCC 
PRESIDING OFFICERS 

14. September 1956 

While you are in a historical mood, we direct your 
attention to the photograph reproduced here. Pie­
tured are all liv~ng ISCC presiding officers-­

except for M. Rea Paul, who, unfortun~tely, came too late to be included in 
the picture. This was taken at the last ISCC meeting in April. 

The officers listed, with their dates of office, are: front row, left to 
right, F. L. Dimmick (1938-9); W. FaUlkner (1956- ); D. Nickerson (1954-5); 
D. B. Judd (1940-43). Back row, left to··right, E. I. Stearns (1952-3); 
R. M. Evans (1946-7); I, A. Balinkin (1950-1); M. J. Zigler {1944-5); A. E. 
o. Munsell (1933). 

COLORIMETRIST WANTED 
AT INTERCHEMICAL 

.we hear from Dan ~mith that Interchemical Corpora-· 
tion has a position open in its New York Research 
Laboratories for an experienced colorimetrist.to 

head a laboratory group. Famil~ax'ity with pigmented systems is desirable, 
but not essential. If you are interested, please write Daniel Smith at 
Interchemical Corporation, Research Laboratories, 432 West 45th Street, 
New York 36, N. Y. 

OSTWALD-MUNSELL In our January News Letter No. 122 we quoted from 
* recent correspondence with Grete Ostwald, daughter 

HISTORICAL NOTE of Dr. Wilhel;m Ostwald, and in the May News Letter 
No. 124 we carried a brief review of her recent 

book, "Wilhelm Ostwald, Mein Vater, 11 including a translation of the last 
few pages which were expressed in highly poetic fashion. in the original 
German. On June 27 Miss O~twald wrote to Miss Nickerson to say that the 
News Letter "with the very g·ood tr~lation of·.the last pages of my w. o. 
book" had safely reached her and had given her "unusual pleasure." She 
thanked Dr. Wyszecki for his translat.ion, and to Miss Nickerson she sent a 
passage from a letter·written in 1914 by Dr. Ostwald to Prof. Paul Kraist, 
an early companion in color work, She thougpt it would be of interest, and 
that Miss Nickerson might enjoy having it. It was sent with generous per­
mission to "please do with it whatever you like. 11 

And need one ask what better Miss Nickerson would like to do than to share 
it with her friend~ in the Inter-Society Color Council, and to put on record 
so interesting and historical. a note? The date is important; it was August, 
1914. Who can tell what might have happened in the color field had the 
first World War not come at j~t that time? It disrupted the usual lines 
of communication; on the other hand it provided time for development of his 
color system on the part of Dr. Ostwald, in retirement at his home in 
Grossbothen. 

Here is the passage taken from.a letter from Prof. Wilh. Ostwald to Prof. 
Paul Krais, Tiibingen, dated 20-7..;.1914: 

" ••• Ein wei teres Mitglied unserer Intern. Kommission (fiir d. Farbatlas) 
wtirde Herr Munsell in Boston sein mUssen von dem icb vor langeren Jahren 
meine erste Anregung, micb mit der Sach~ zu. beschS!tigen, gewonnen habe. 
Er ist gleichfalls vollkommen auf richtigem Boden, und ich werde Ihnen 
demriachst einige seiner Arbeiten zus chicken ••• 11 
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Translation: 

" ••• Another member of our International Commission (for the Color Atlas) 
should be Mr. Munsell of Boston from \-Thorn some years ago I received my 
first stimulus to work on this probl em. He too is on per f ectly sound 
gr ound and I shall soon send you some of his \·TOrk ••• II 

THE AMERICAN OIL 
CHEMISTS' SOCIETY 

Ed. Note: The member-body featured in this 
month ' s art icl e is composed of a gr oup of 
scientists working in one of our country's most 

basic industries. Much of the food "'e consume daily is based on 
one or another of the edible oils. On the other hand, the in­
edible oils underlie the production of all soap, and many deter­
gents. Drying oils are used in paint and varnish production. In 
such a basic industry, standardization is essential. Much of t he 
efforts of AOCS are directed to this end; the "AOCS Methods 11 is a 
text of fundamental importance, found on the shelf of ever y 
scientific library. Col or standardization i s one facet of this 
activity, and ISCC Subcommittee for Problem 14, Colorimetry of 
Transparent Materials , was created to he+p solve the problems in 
this field. The author of the article which follows, R. c. 
Stillman, is chairman of this Subcommitt ee and also chairman of 
del egates from AOCS. vie are proud to present this article, which 
shows clearly ho\-r AOCS functions and explains the many problems 
with which it is faced. 

The Constitution and By-Laws of the American Oil Chemists ' Society states: 
"It shall be the purpose of the American Oil Chemists ' Society to encourage 
the advancement of the chemistry and technology of oils, fats , waxes, their 
constituents and compounds, and all allied and associated products; to 
pr omote research in these fields; to bring about standardization of ana­
lytical equipment, materials, and methods; .to improve the qualifications 
and usefulness of oil chemists and technologists thr ough high standards of 
professional ethics, education , and attainment, and by its meetings, dis­
cussions, analytical methods, and publications to increase and diffuse 
chemical and technical knowledge. The broad objects are to assist profes­
s i onally and culturally the members of this Society, to develop industry 
and technology in these f ields, and to add t o t he prosperity and welfare 
of the nat ion." 

These were the objectives of nine men who founded the Society on May 20, 
1909. It is indeed surprising that these objectives are in no way changed 
after nearly 50 years, during which the membership has increased from 9 to 
over 2,000. The nine men \-Tho founded the Society wer e all associated \-Tith 
the cottonseed industry, and all aware of the shortcomings of trading 
methods for cottonseed and cottonseed oil and the need for better analyti­
cal methods both for trading and industrial use. 

The activities of the American Oil Chemists' Society are carried on by 
commi ttees. These committees fall into three general classes, grouped 
under the headings of administrative, technical and journal ; all are aimed 
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at carrying out their part in the Society's objectives. The most important 
administrative committee carries the title of Governing Board. The general 
business of the Society is the business of this committee Is members, who 
are the Society President, the last four past presidents, the other elected 
officers, and three members elected at large each year. This Governing 
Board is ably assisted by committees on Education, Literature Review, Mem­
bership, Program, Nominating and Election, Referee Board, Smalley Founda­
tion and such special committees as needed .• 

The Referee Board and Smalley Committee are unique in their activities. 
The Board certifies qualified chemists as referee chemists for the purposes 
of analyzing oils, seeds and meals for those industries not equipped, or 
for settling disputes on analysis concerning a buyer and seller. The 
Smalley Committee conducts a cooperative cheCk analysis program and rates 
the analytical work of the various laboratories involved, Performance 
proficiency certificates are awarded by the Society to the laboratories 
doing the best work. ·The Referee Board uses the results obtained by the 
Smalley Committee in judging the analytical efficiency of a laboratory .and 
in deciding whether or not it shall be certified. 

The technical committees vary in number to fit the.needs of the organiza­
tion. The work of all of these committees is coordinated by the Uniform 
Methods Committee, which recommends to the Governing Board the appointment 
of new committees and reviews the work of those in activity. It is the 
responsibility of this committee to recommend to the Society, in convention, 
any new methods or any changes in old ones which should be placed in the 
Analytical Methods of the organization. The AOC'S Methods are available to 
anyone who desires to use them. 

Technical committees of long standing are Bleaching, Cellulose Yield, Fat 
Analysis, Glycerine Analysis, Color, Refining, Seed and Meal Analysis, Soap 
Analysis, Soapstock Analysis and Spectroscopy. As can be seen by their 
descriptive names, each committee is working on problems peculiar to the 
oil and fat industry. Problems may be of short duration, or may last for 
several years during which hundreds of cooperative samples may be analyzed. 
There are several hundred individuals doing committee work. These members 
come from industrial plants throughout the United States, Canada and as far 
away as England. 

The journal committees, Journal, Abstracts and Advertising, function in the 
publishing of the Journal of the American Oil Chemists 1 Society. Publica­
tions of the Society began in 1917 as news items in the Chemists r Section 
of the Cotton Oil Press. In July, 1924, the first issue of the Journal of 
Oil and Fat Industries was published by the Society. In 1932 the name was 
changed to Oil and Soap, and in 1947 to its present title, Journal of the 
American Oil Chemists t Society. Included in the Journal are papers on oil, 
fat and soap technology, news items of interest to members, abstracts of 
papers from other journals of patents, as well as committee reports and 
convention news. Circulation is world wide and a credit to the Society. 

The founders of the Society were mainly interested in cottonseed and 
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cottonseed oil. During the past 50 years this interest has widened appre­
ciably, the chief fields of interest at present being edible oils, inedible 
oils, drying oils, soaps and synthetics. ·During this period of time the 
tremendous growth of the soybean oil industry, coupled with the limited use 
and experimental work done on other oil seeds, such as safflower, sesame 
and rape, has increased the problems in the oil and fat industry and 
brought into the picture such laboratories as the various Utilization 
Branches of the Department of Agriculture. 

The interests of the AOCS members and the industries represented are exem­
plified by the type of paper appearing in the Journal and the technical 
committees. In the edible oil field, th~se papers deal for the most part 
with seed grading, oil production, refining and bleaching technology, 
hydrogenation, and the production of plastic shortenings and margarine. 
Within the past few years a great deal of work has been done on fat com­
position and keeping quality of the edible oils. Even more recently can 
be seen widespread activity in the field of nutrition. 

Work and papers concerning inedible oils have dealt largely with production 
and utilization problems. Today, emphasis is being placed on more careful 

,production of fats to enable their use in a wider range of products. While 
in the past animal oils were used chiefly for soap production, today a 
large portion of the better grades of tallow and lard are bein~ used in 
edible products. This has been made possible by the development of a method 
for rearranging fats of all types. 

A large portion of the inedible oils still ~oes into the manufacture of 
soaps and detergents. In the soap field interest is still centered on 
processing and analytical problems. Problem types have changed somewhat 
with the advent of the continuous soap making process and the disappearance 
of the soap kettle. However, probl~ms do remain, particularly in the · 
glycerine production field, where competition is much stronger due to the 
appearance of synthetic glycerine on the market. Problems in the synthetic 
detergent field are in their infancy. So far as the American Oil Chemists r 
Society is concerned, probably methods of analyses and processing problems 
are of primary importance. Research on detergents will continue to be of 
increasing importance and will be r~flected in the interest of the members 
and the types of papers published. 

Although drying oils represent a small segment of the total fatty oil 
industry, problems do exist and are discussed in the Journal. These prob­
lems are concerned primarily with the composition of the oils used, their 
production and utilization. 

In addition to the Journal of the AOCS, two other activities are paramount 
in the work of the Society. The first has been discussed briefly in connec­
tion with the work of the Uniform Methods Committee. It has to do with the 
preparation, maintenance and distribution of a standard book of Analytical 
Methods. These methods represent the recommended procedures of the tech­
nical committees of the Society and are available to anyone who desires 
them. They are, for the most part, the procedures used by the National 
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Cottonseed Producers' Association and the National Soybean Processors r 
Association for the trading of cottonseed and soybean oil. The second 
activity is very recent, consisting of a short course which deals with sub­
jects pertaining to the fat and oil field and which has been put on in co­
operation with well-known universities throughout the country. This course, 
dealing with such matters as processing problems, analytical problems, fat 
production, etc., is taught by experts within the Society and covers a 
period of one week. The purpose of the course is to disseminate informa­
tion, particularly to new men already in the field and to students who plan 
to work in the fat and oil industries. 

AOCS believes in cooperation with the other technical societies, especially 
those having similar interests and similar methods of analyses. AOCS 
representatives can be found in the activities of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, the National Paint, Varnish and Lacquer 
Association, National Research Council, American Society for Testing 
Materials and the Inter-Society Color Council. 

At the present time there is a joint ASTM-AOCS committee working on methods 
of analyses for soaps and synthetic detergents. Of particular interest, . 
however, is the joint effort between AOCS and ISCC dealing with methods of 
color measurement for transparent materials. For many years, AOCS has 
sought for a satisfactory procedure for measuring vegetable and animal oil 
colors for the purposes of trading, processing and color specification on 
finished products. The Inter-Society Color Council is helping AOCS,and 
other societies having problems in transparent color measurement, by estab­
lishing a committee (Problem 14) charged with the responsibility of work on 
the colorimetry of transparent materials. The members of this committee 
are actively engaged in color work in the several societies. It is hoped 
that the work being conducted on Problem 14 will lead to a system of.color 
measurement that will be directly applicable, not only to the measurement 
of oil colors, but to the measurement of the color of plastics and other 
semi-solid materials as well. 

BOB & RAY AUTO 
LICENSE KIT 

. 
R. C. Stillman 

Driving home from work, we listen occasionally to the 
Bob & Ray Show on the Mutual Network at 5 o'clock, On 
August 28, Bob & Ray advertised a new Auto License Kit, 

which, we feel) may interest some of our readers. Accordingly, we ob­
tained a copy of the script through the courtesy of Mr. Vic Cowen, director 
of the show. If any of you wish to order such a kit, we would like to make 
it clear that we do not handle them - please place your order directly with 
Bob & Ray, New York. · 

BOB: Friends---are you getting pretty fed up with the auto licence plates 
that you receive from your state government? RAY: Do you always seem to 
get some number that Is almost impossible to remember? Something like 
D-Z-8-4-5-9-2-R? BOB: Or maybeyou get C-L-5-2-3-8-6-J. That Is a hard 
one to remember, too. RAY: And what about color combinations? Do you 
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live in one of those states that always seems to come up with somet.hing 
pretty uninspired like yellow and blac~---or green and white? .BOB: .Well, 
neighbors---you don't have to put ~p wi~h this shabby treatment from your 
state auto license bureau for another single day. RAY: No indeed, friends 
---for we are now offering to the p~blic for the first time the Bob and Ray 
auto license kit. BOB: This handsome kit contains everything you·need to 
make your own auto licenses in a rj.ot of gay colors. RAY: There '11 be no 
more drab plates for you when yo~ become the proud owner of a Bob and Ray 
auto license kit. BOB: Instead, your oar wUl be sporting state tags in 
such beautiful color combinations as aquamarine and ecru---tea rose and 
burnished gold. RAY: I think my favorite is desert tan and old pewter. 
That really makes a striking combination. BOB: ·And don't forget to tell 
the folks about the numbers. RAY: l surely won 1t--.;.;.for withbthe Bob and 
Ray auto license kit, you can assign yourself ~· number that you choose. 
Something easy to remember like one or six.· BOB: I made myself a.set of 
these plates the other day---and I picked the number four. Thatts always 
been a favorite of mine. RAY: WeU, regardless of your selection, you can 
be sure of having a license number that's e~y to remember. BOB: And---at 
no additional cost---the Bob and·Ray auto license kit cont~ins some wonder­
ful state mottos for your plates. RAY: That's right. · Mottos on license 
plates have become all the rage these days. And ·with the Bob and Ray kit, 
you can have a motto that will really attract the attention of other motor­
ists. BOB: For example, you might· like this one:--- 11Land where the bison 
roam." RAY: Or here 1 s another good one:--- 11The milkweed state. 11 BOB: 
There's another one here in the kit someplace that I was particularly fond 
of. Here it is. "Birthplace of Joshua c. Redfern." RAY: Or maybe you 
prefer one of the old stand-bys like 11Think11 or 11Smile. 11 BOB: Whether 
your tastes lean toward the conservative or the flamboyant, you'll find the 
perfect motto in the Bob and Ray kit. RAY: And the wonderful part is that 
this kit probably costs a good deal less than your state gover~ent is 
charging for legitimate licens~ plates. BOB: · It 1s an opportunity that 
you can't afford to miss. So why not get your order in the mail today? 
Just address Bob and Ray---New York. RAY: That 1s the only address you 
need. We had hoped t~ get a post office box number. But, of course, the 
government wouldn •t give us one for a fly-by-night scheme like this. So 
just make it Bob and Ray---New York. 

DID FINKE EVER PINK 
A PINK JACKET? 

A letter from Walqron Faulkner contained the follow­
ing postscript: 

11This morning the Washington :Pos~ printed a picture of a group of people 
at a hunt ball. The caption said, '··. Many of the gentlemen wear the 
scarlet livery of the Hunt Staff called 11Pink11 after a famous British 
tailor named Pinke, who designed the pink hunt jacket. r . Do you know any­
thing about this? I tried to look it up in the dictionary and encyclopedia 
without success. I supposed tl.lat hunting 'pink' had a far-fetched connec­
tion with scarlet. The Britannica says that the use of 'pink' for the 
color is taken from· the name of the ·plant. Also that 'the etymology of 
"pink" is disputed; it may be connected with "to pink," properly to prick 
or punch holes •••• hence to cut a pattern· in the edge of the material. 
The flower has jagged edges to the petals • r 11 
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