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The Mentor ar ticl e states that the r ed robes of cardinals ar e r eminiscent of the 
traditions surrounding the previous color . The 'l'yrian dye \·laS extracted at such 
great expense that onl y royalty or the church could afford to use it . Each mollusk 
contained a drop of the pr ecious fluid, which was secreted in a gland near the head 
that was opened \-ti t b a needle. 'I' he nearl y color less juices pr oduced the crimson
purple dye when exposed to the sun. 

In the Song of Deborah (1125 B.c . ), in which Bar ak put the Canaanite champion Sis era to 
flight (Judg. V, 30), we r ead: 11A spoil of dyed stuffs for Siser a , a spoil of dyed 
stuffs embroider ed, dyed and embroider ed from the necks of t he spoiled! 11 · (with the 
usual r epetitive f ormula) . The Canaanite dyeing industry \vas developed l ong bef ore 
this . But Eastern emperors r estricted the practice of t he purple art to a f ew 
individuals or to guilds. In Rome, the woaring of purple was a pr erogative of the 
emperor only, with death the penalty for other vrearers . Moses had been divinely 
inst ructed to use stuffs in t he tabernacle , and for the robes of the high 
priest . The color was also used to bedeck pagan gods . Peculiar powers of appeas
ing their \vrath were attributed to the color, and some vesti ges of t his supersti
tion carried on through ensuing centuries . 

Besides the s pecies , there was a simil ar sea-snail, the species Purpura, whose 
name was the Latin equival ent of purpl e . It was found not onl y in the eastern 
Mediterranean area but also on the coast of Ireland , vTbere i t used in the 15th 
century A. D. for the decoration of vromen •o gowns . It was said that an Enblishman 
in the l ?th century f ound a ma.n on the Irish coast marking t he fine linen of gen
tlefolk with a crimson dye extracted from a shellfish. Af ter repeated tri als , the 
Englishman succeeded in r eproducing the royal purple , whose production had become a 
l ost art during the late t-rars of the Roman empire . 

It is said that in England the tradition of v!earing the r oyal purple was flouted by 
King Charles I, who became known as the White King. 'l'he Druid priests prepar ed 
their victims of human sacrifice "hy robi ng them in white . 1'his color thus came to 
have a si nister and unluclcy signi ficance in Engl ish tradition. From t he days of 
King Arthur there had also been a legend that some day England 1.;rould have a 11White 
King 11 vTho would come to a tragic end. Charles, unlike all his predecessors , "\>Tas 

adorned f or his coronation in robes of white . Either he was advised to wear these · 
by his evil geni us , the Archbishop of Canter bury , or t here Has not enough of the 
r oyal purple cloth available . The noblemen pr esent. 1.;rere so dumfounded by the white 
robes that they failed to join in the traditional acclamation, 11God save the King . 11 

The text of the coronation sermon, by the Bishop of Carlisle, was: 11I will give 
thee a crown of life . 11 It was a text previously used for funeral ser mons . Even 
the date had been sel ected against the advice of t he royal astrol ogers. A few 
years l ater, the headl ess body of the ill-fated White King 1-tas carried to t he v-ave; 
and it was said that white snow fell from w!1at he.<.l been a clear blue sky when the · 
funeral procession starte<.l . Thus white became confirmed as an omen of ev:il in 
England. 
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