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Another use of .Red (and. sometimes .. bl ack ) by. Cave ?dan , Bushmen and Austra
lians ·was to l eave "negative" impr ints' of the hand, usual ly t he l eft , on cave walls, 
by thr owing the pigment with the right whi l e the left was held against the wal l, 

a por tion of it. In many f inge r mutilation was associated with 
these hand pr ints . In the 11 pos.i t i ve11 type, the hand was smear ed with pi gment and 
appl i ed to the wall . The human hand is still i mportant i n ritual usages , i n bless
i ng, in and in saluting. 

So fa r we have stuck mainly to red, though we have mentioned purple and blacko 
Turning t o green, we may mention first the slat e palettes of the Badarian 
and A.mratian cul tures . of Egypt , which wer e used for gr inding not only t he red 
minera l hematite ( r ed ocher when c l ayey) but also for the gr een malachite . The lat
ter , an ore of copper , was also used to the and. was very popular in 
early Egypt . Accor ding to G. Elliot Smith, the of the 11 life- giver11 theory 
of red , gr een was a l so a life-giver , because i t was the col or of the new life that 

itsel f when the fe r ti l izing gr een wate r s of t he Nile awakened the appar
ently dead gr a ins of ba rley to reveal the ir new life . He states t hat powdered 
ma l achite was made adhes i ve by admi xture with r esin. Elaborately engr aved palettes 
were among t he most common objects of Predynasti c gr aves . The mummy of Ranefer, a 
noble of the Pyramid Age, had the pupi l s , eyelids and eyebr ows al l repr esented in 
gr een pai nt. Smith and hi s di scipl e Dr . Perry believe that continued accidental 
associat ion of ma l achi te with fire fina l l y led to the di scove ry of copper, a metal 
shining like gold. And t he slag produced in smelting copper ore r evea l ed how to 
make gl azes; and 9ut of this pr a ctice emer ged the invention of glass . Thus they 
woul d.have col or lead to inventionl 

The Egypti an mother- goddess , Hat0or , was the Lady of Turquoi se . The Egypti an tur
quoise was like Egyptian malachite , f rom Sinai . The ea rly Mexica ns, who 
had no turquoi se , went to New Mexico and Arizona to work the turquoise supplies 
there . The Pueblo Indians , the descendants of the old turquoise mi ners , still 
pri ze it and, according to Dr . Per ry , sometimes call t heir mother goddess Turquoise 
Old Woman . Final ly , we have from America an item dealing with both red and gr een 
col ors . At Chichen Itza , city of the Maya of Yucatan, in the t empl e of the god 
Kukulcan was found a box containing plaques , cora l necklaces, etc. In an 
inne r chamber was . a throne carved out of a single block of stone to repr esent a 
jaguar, painted a vivid r ed . The j aguar ' s spots a nd eyes we r e rep resented by 
inlays of app l e- gr een j ade . 

I.H.G. 
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